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Introduction 
B E R N I T A  J .  D A V I E S  
THISISSUE DEALS with the development of law 
libraries. Janus-like, many of the articles look two ways: the facets 
of today’s law library administration necessarily reflect the past just 
as, at times, they indicate the direction of future growth. As far 
as possible, however, current trends have been emphasized. Technical 
aspects of service have been omitted except where germane. 
The task assigned each contributor was not an easy one. In  some 
cases diversity seemed to be the only element of similarity in the 
subjects chosen for discussion. Law libraries are marked by their 
diff erences-diff erences in kind, size, personnel, quarters, and clientele, 
among other things. All of these dissimilarities contribute to a variation 
in practice that makes summation of trends difficult. These differences 
also account for the looks directed askance at certain regulations 
prevalent in most law libraries. For instance, it is difficult at times to 
explain the reference nature of the collection which calls for use of 
books close at hand and, therefore, an unusually strict circulation 
policy. 
Ten years ago a table in William R. Roalfe’s Libraries of the  Legal 
Profession showed that there were 638 law libraries in the United 
States and Canada, which Mr. Roalfe classified into 12 gr0ups.l The 
current edition of the reference source from which he obtained the 
data, i.e., Law Libraries in the United States and Canada,2 now lists 
950 libraries with collections varying from a thousand to over a 
million volumes. If classified, the types would remain very much the 
same. No article has been written for this issue that describes the ad- 
ministration and practice in these different types of law libraries 
although variation is obviously present. There were two reasons for 
this omission: first, the differentiating factors of each class are ade- 
quately discussed as of a decade ago in the Libraries of the  Legal 
Mrs. Davies is Law Librarian and Professor of Library Administration, University 
of Illinois. 
B E R N I T A  J .  D A V I E S  
Profession,3 and second, it was thought that any significant changes 
or new practices which distinguish one type of law library from 
another would be dealt with as part of topics included. For example, 
the article on administration has developed some of the problems 
presently confronting the law school libraries and those serving 
federal departments and administrative agencies. I t  notes also the 
growth in number, size, and importance of firm libraries. Where ten 
years ago the law office libraries reported in the list of law libraries 
numbered 57,4 less than nine per cent of the total, present figures 
show 125,5 or slightly more than 13 per cent. The growth of this type 
of library not only indicates a trend within a group, but the effect is 
one which is also noticeable in other areas. The impetus for recruit- 
ment and its companions, education and certification, for instance, 
is due in part to the attractive positions now available in law firm 
libraries. 
This interaction of one trend or of one aspect of library work upon 
another appears in places throughout the issue. Cataloging and 
classification cannot be divorced from library service and public 
relations, while all are affected by the size and nature of the collection. 
So, too, the assessment of trends in legal literature-the growth in 
importance of peripheral materials, the need for more scientific, 
economic and statistical data, added use of government documents, 
the emphasis upon new forms of publication such as loose-leaf services 
and microreproduction-raises still another problem in administration 
for some libraries, that of the question of duplication when the law 
library is a part of a general system. Marke’s survey of bibliographical 
aids for selection and acquisition also points encouragingly toward a 
possible increase in cooperation among libraries. While there has 
been a noticeable lack of enthusiasm for certain cooperative projects, 
the publication of catalogs, bulletins, checklists, and like materials 
by associations, libraries, and individuals is indicative either of a new 
awareness of the need to work together or increased energy directed 
toward that end. As described by Mrs. Poe, the assistance given by 
the state libraries to smaller and less well staffed libraries in their 
respective jurisdictions is another example of the growth of cooperative 
effort. 
The quality of service given to a library’s clientele is considered by 
some librarians to be the most important aspect of library work: 
“Unless success is achieved at this point, all else is in vain.”6 The 
amount of growth in this area is difficult to measure. Expansion of 
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many collections into new subject fields and the use of fresh media 
have increased the possibility for service in reference and research. 
If one adds to this the emphasis upon better trained personnel in the 
more technical aspects of library work, the result should be service 
of high calibre. Unfortunately, this calibre of service is not to be found 
in all libraries, but in some an unusually high standard is the rule. 
Services, in turn, affect public relations. The auxiliary services discussed 
by Mr. Heckel are very important in this regard, and it is encouraging 
to note that many of the new library quarters are planned with added 
or expanded services and facilities for readers.?-14 
It was plain that law cataloging and classification needed to be 
treated generally here, for a technical discussion of the subjects would 
soon have been out of bounds. The articles which consider these 
disciplines indicate an awareness of a need on the part of a number 
of law librarians to do something about their catalogs and about 
putting their shelves in order by means of a classification schedule. 
In  the latter case, at times more than a little nudging by the users of 
the library has strengthened this urge. Although somewhat uninterested 
in cataloging entries, lawyers, for the most part, welcome the thought 
of being able to find all material on one subject in one place. It is 
good to know, therefore, that while law catalogers still struggle with 
their problems, an advance toward a possible compromise has been 
made in the area of classification. The problem of choosing from 
among available schemes or making still another may be solved 
through the work in progress at the Library of Congress, made possible 
by a grant from the Council on Library Resources. 
Other trends are covered by the remaining articles. The need for 
foreign law in the United States poses problems of consequence to 
many law libraries : those in schools with expanding curricula, those 
serving the profession-state, county, bar association, and law firm, 
whose patrons have clients doing business in foreign lands-all of 
these must now assess their foreign sources, be happy if they are 
adequate, and add to them, if they are not. 
Roy Mersky’s account of the application of mechanical and electronic 
devices to legal literature deals with possibilities for the future. 
Whether welcome or not, it is a contingency of which we must be 
cognizant. Of more immediate concern is the need for trained person- 
nel. Because the import of adequate education, or the lack of it, is 
felt in all aspects of library work, the present revival of interest in 
training for the law library profession has warranted separate treat- 
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ment, although logically it could have been treated as one of the 
present objectives of the American Association of Law Libraries in 
the article which concludes the issue. 
There may be some question as to whether an article about a national 
organization falls within the content scope of a publication devoted 
to trends. However, it seems evident that the current interests, activi- 
ties, projects, and aspirations of such an organization mirror those of 
its members. It is for that reason that the summation of this issue is 
provided by the story of the American Association of Law Libraries. 
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